Appendix B

COVID-19 contain framework: a guide for local decision-makers (Department
of Health & Social Care 2020)

Extracts:

Successful management of local outbreaks is a core element of NHS Test and
Trace’s ambition to break the chains of COVID-19 transmission to enable people to
return to and maintain a more normal way of life.

Six principles support effective implementation of an integrated national and local
system:

e the primary responsibility is to make the public safe

e build on public health expertise and use a systems approach

e be open with data and insight so everyone can protect themselves and
others

e build consensus between decision-makers to secure trust, confidence
and consent

o follow well-established emergency management principles

e consider equality, economic, social and health-related impacts of
decisions

However, at any one time, some UTLAs will be designated (by the national
command structure, further detail below) in one of the following categories:

e area(s) of concern — a watch list of areas with the highest prevalence, where
the local area is taking targeted actions to reduce prevalence — for example
additional testing in care homes and increased community engagement with
high risk groups

e area(s) of enhanced support — for areas at medium/high risk of intervention
where there is a more detailed plan, agreed with the national team and with
additional resources being provided to support the local team (eg
epidemiological expertise, additional mobile testing capacity)

e area(s) of intervention — where there is divergence from the measures in
place in the rest of England because of the significance of the spread, with a
detailed action plan in place, and local resources augmented with a national
support

More detail at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/containing-and-
managing-local-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreaks/covid-19-contain-framework-a-
quide-for-local-decision-makers
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